
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 42 (MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS) 

Wednesday, January 14, 2009 (6:00 PM) 

 

 

The Meeting of the Board of Education of School District No. 42 (Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows) was called 

to order by  

  

ROLL CALL 

UPON THE ROLL BEING CALLED, THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

 

Board Chair – Kathie Ward 

Vice Chair – Ken Clarkson 



P211 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 

   Seconder: Trustee Clarkson 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

3. Correspondence  

 

RECOMMENDATON:  That the Board receive the correspondence from the Secretary Treasurer regarding 

Alcohol Consumption on Buses and Limousines. 

P212 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 

   Seconder: Trustee Palis 

 
Secretary Treasurer Don Woytowich advised the Board that a letter from the Ministry of Transportation 

had been received regarding Alcohol Consumption on Buses and Limousines.  The Ministry shares the 

Community’s concerns and will take the liberty of sharing these concerns with the Minister of Public 

Safety as well as with the Solicitor General.  This letter was in response to a letter that the Board had 

sent and no further action is required by the Board at this time. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

B - CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

 

1. December 10, 2008 Public Meeting Minutes  
 

P213 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Huber 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Minutes of the December 10, 2008 Public meeting minutes be approved 

as circulated: 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

C - PRESENTATIONS  

 

1. MRTA FSA Presentation from Drusilla Wilson and George Serra  

 

Drusilla Wilson and George Serra from the MRTA made a presentation to the Board that included a short 

video regarding the FSA.  The MRTA is strongly against administering the FSA tests primarily because 

they do not think that the testing is a fair way to gauge how well schools are doing.  The results are 

based on limited information and it makes “winners and losers” out of the students and the schools.  

The MRTA would like to see a random sample of students and schools take the FSA tests, not all of the 

students and schools as they believe this would be a better approach. 

 



2. Managing Enrollment Catchment Review Presentation from Stewart Sonne, David 

Vandergugten, and Darren Rowell 

 

The Directors are using new software that shows the catchment areas for the schools and how many 

students are in each area.  They are proposing to adjust the enrollment catchment area along river road 

for Thomas Haney.  This change would increase the size of the catchment areas for Westview and Maple 

Ridge Secondary but the impact on the schools involved would be minimal.  Thomas Haney is attractive 



P216 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Huber 
 

RECOMMENDATION: “That that staff explore options for recording attendance at meetings”.  

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

2. 



RECOMMENDATION: That the Board receive a new motion from Trustee Clarkson regarding the Board 

Chair sending a letter to the Ministry of Education and to BCTF, requesting them to take urgent action in 

finding a mutually agreeable solution to the outstanding issue related to the FSA. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

P220 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Clarkson 
   Seconder: Trustee Huber 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board Chair send the letter, with minor grammatical amendments, to 

the Ministry of Education as well as to BCTF. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

H - CEO DECISION ITEMS - SUPERINTENDENT  

 

H - CEO DECISION ITEMS – DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT  

 

1. 



 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board not move Spring Break at this time, in order to accommodate the 

Olympics in February 2010. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

P223 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Huber 
   Seconder: Trustee Clarkson 
 

RECOMMENDATION:



   Seconder: Trustee Huber 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board receive the Deputy Superintendent’s results and 

recommendations regarding the French Immersion Survey. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Deputy Superintendent Jan Unwin, advised that the French Immersion survey had taken place and that 

the results indicated that it is not in the best interest of the Board to extend the French Immersion 

program to a school in the East at this time. 

 

P228 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Clarkson 
   Seconder: Trustee Vdovine 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the Deputy Superintendent’s results and 

recommendations regarding the French Immersion Survey. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

4. Kindergarten Registration Criteria Update 

 

P229 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Carr 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board receive the Deputy Superintendent’s update on Kindergarten 

Registration Criteria. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Deputy Superintendent Jan Unwin advised that there still has not been any decisions made regarding all-

day kindergarten but that for the first time, French Immersion Kindergarten registration dates have 

been pushed back.  Within the Kindergarten registration criteria, there is now a question especially in 

more crowded schools, as to whether or not attending a daycare in the catchment carries the same 

weight as livening within the catchment.  The Deputy Superintendent advised that it is probably best to 

stay status quo for this year but see if it is a big issue and then come back and make recommendation 

for next year.  

 

P230 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Vdovine 
   Seconder: Trustee Palis 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board direct staff to gather information 



 

H – CEO INFORMATION ITEMS - SUPERINTENDTENT 

 

1. Good News  

 

P231 – 08/09 



The Communications Officer showed an example of the website and explained that new features will 

include the ability to combine with other information on the web such as maps.  He also wanted to 

make sure there is a consistent window to look at each school before going to the actual school website 

itself. The new website will give a lot of control to user and different levels of control/access depending 

on who the user is.  There will also be an event calendar so that people in system can send in 

information for the calendar and the list of events.   He advised that the official site launch is being 

announced on our current website by attaching a link to the new website.  That way, if there are any 

bugs, they can be reported before the District converts over to the new website.  

 

H – CEO INFORMATION ITEMS – DEPUTY SUPERINTENDTENT 

 

1. French Immersion Closure at Riverside – Update 

 

P233 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Palis 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board receive the Deputy Superintendent's update on the French 

Immersion closure at Riverside Elementary School. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The Deputy Superintendent explained that a communication went out to parents today explaining all 

the details and next steps regarding the French Immersion closure at Riverside.  Parents will be assisted 

with registration and every effort will be made to accommodate current French Immersion students to 

attend the French Immersion program of their choice. The new catchments for French Immersion will 

also be part of Kindergarten registration.  Student



4. Policy Advisory Committee  

 

Second and Final reading of Official Ceremonies Policy 

 

P235 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Palis 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board grant second and final reading to the Official Ceremonies Policy. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The Board Chair advised that no feedback had been received while the Policy was put out to the Public 

for input.   

 

Deputy Superintendent Jan Unwin noted that some Employee Groups such as MRTA and CUPE, were 

missing on the Policy.  The Board Chair explained that this was an error and that the Policy would be 

amended accordingly. 

 

P236 – 08/09  Mover:  Trustee Rempel 
   Seconder: Trustee Vdovine 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the second and final reading to the Official Ceremonies 

Policy with amendments. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

5. Aboriginal Education Committee  

  

6. French Immersion Advisory  

 

7. Inclusive Education Committee  

 

8. District Student Advisory  

 

9. Communications Advisory  

 

10. Anti-Vandalism Committee  

 

11. Youth Society Committee  

   

J - QUESTION PERIOD  

 

1. Trustee Questions  

 

2. Public Questions  

 

 

 



3. DPAC Questions  

 

• 



9. Ridge Meadows Education Foundation  

 

10. District Parent Advisory  

  

• Trustee Susan Carr reported that she and Trustee Ken Clarkson attended the DPAC meeting that 

took place on January 12 and they found it to be very informative.  DPAC reported that the 

Annual Healthy Food Show is scheduled for March 4, 2009 starting at 4:30 pm at Thomas Haney 

School.  In lieu of the February DPAC meeting, a Drug Presentation for Parents will take place on 

February 2, from 7-9 pm at the Thomas Haney Secondary Rotunda.  The next regular DPAC 

Meeting will be on March 2, 2009 at 7pm at Alexander Robinson Elementary. 

 

11. Board Liaison Representative Reports  

 

12. Other Trustee Reports  

 

L – OTHER BUSINESS 

 

M – ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________        _______________________________ 

Chair                                                                       Secretary Treasurer 

 


