
PUBLIC MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 42 (MAPLE RIDGE-PITT MEADOWS) 
  

Wednesday, February 25, 2009 (6:00 PM) 

  

 

The Meeting of the Board of Education of School District No. 42 (Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows) was called 

to order by   

   

ROLL CALL 

UPON THE ROLL BEING CALLED, THE FOLLOWING WERE PRESENT: 

  

BOARD MEMBERS:  

Board Chair – Kathie Ward 

Vice Chair – Ken Clarkson 

Trustee – Susan Carr 

Trustee – Mike Huber 

Trustee – Eleanor Palis 

Trustee – Dr. Dave Rempel 

Trustee – Stepan Vdovine 

 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:     

Superintendent – John Simpson 

Deputy Superintendent – Jan Unwin 

Secretary Treasurer – Don Woytowich 

Communications Officer – Seamus Nesling 

Executive Assistant – Tina Fuchs 

   

  

A - OPENING PROCEDURES   

 

1. Call to Order   

  

The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.   

   

2. Ordering of Agenda   

  

Added: 

 

Communications Report Update - under Superintendent’s Information Items 

 

 

Removed: 

 

BC Provincial Council Preliminary Budget   

 



ORIGINAL - Motion P271 – 08/09  

Member (Mike Huber) Moved, Member (Eleanor Palis) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL motion 'That 

the agenda be amended as noted.'  Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was: Aye: 7 Nay: 0. 

The motion CARRIED.7 – 0. 

 

3. Correspondence   

  

ORIGINAL - Motion P272 – 08/09  

Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Susan Carr) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL motion 

'That the Board receive any Correspondence for information.'  Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote 

was: Aye: 7 Nay: 0. 

The motion CARRIED. 7 - 0  

 

• Community Connections Program (Grants)   

  

Two letters from Local Government Program Services UBCM regarding funding of Community Gardens 

at Blue Mountain Elementary and Glenwood Elementary were received.   

 

Blue Mountain School had their grant increased and Glenwood school is also getting a cheque for their 

community garden.   

 

ORIGINAL - Motion P273 – 08/09  

Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Ken Clarkson) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL motion 

'That the Board decide which if any correspondence they wish to add to the Agenda.’ Upon a roll call 

vote being taken, the vote was: Aye: 5 Nay: 2. 

The motion CARRIED. 5 - 2  

 

    

B - CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES   

 

1. February 11, 2009 Public Meeting Minutes   

  

ORIGINAL - Motion P274 – 08/09  

Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Mike Huber) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL motion 

'That the Minutes of the January 14, 2009 Public meeting minutes be approved as circulated.'  Upon a 

roll call vote being taken, the vote was: Aye: 7 Nay: 0. 

The motion CARRIED. 7 - 0  

 

 

The Board Chair invited anyone from the public to make a presentation regarding the budget and also 





Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Susan Carr) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL motion 

'That the Board approve the 2008/09 Final budget.'  Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was: Aye: 

7 Nay: 0. 

The motion CARRIED. 7 - 0  

 

ORIGINAL - Motion P279 – 08/09  

Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Mike Huber)



2. Good News 



1. Shop Class Sizes   

 

ORIGINAL - Motion P281 – 08/09  

Member (Dr. Dave Rempel) Moved, Member (Stepan Vdovine) seconded to approve the ORIGINAL 

motion  

‘That the Board accept for information, the Shop Class Size document.'  Upon a roll call vote being taken, 

the vote was: Aye: 7 Nay: 0. 

The motion CARRIED. 7 – 0.  

 

The Deputy Superintendent advised that the District has been in conversation with the MRTA over the 

last few years and we need shop classes lowered to 24 students for any of the classes that included 

powered equipment and or auto mechanics.  This is done because of a safety issue that has been heard 

over and over, year after year.  

The Superintendent added for clarity that this prompts serious discussions and we do not want to deny 

students to special programs.  We are determining what the options are and we are taking teachers’ 

input.   

 

 

I - COMMITTEE BUSINESS - COMMITTEE & ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS   

  

1. Education Committee   

   

2. Aboriginal Education Committee   

  

3. Human Resources Committee   

  

4. Inclusive Education Committee   

  

5. Finance Committee   

  

6. Anti-Vandalism Committee   

  

7. Policy Advisory Committee   

  



12. Nutrition Committee   

  

The Board Chair submitted a written report and it was her first meeting attended.  She also advised that 

the Healthy Foods show is going to be cancelled for this year.  

 

13. Historical Committee   

 

    

J - QUESTION PERIOD   

  

1. Trustee Questions   

  

2. Staff Questions   

  

3. Employee Group Questions   

   

4. DPAC Questions   

  

5. Public Questions   

  

    

K - TRUSTEE REPORTS   

  

1. Ridge Meadows Education Foundation   

  

The Secretary Treasurer wanted to remind everyone about Friday’s event and he wanted to thank all 

those who purchased tickets so far.  He advised that everyone will be very pleased with the event.  The 

doors open at 5:30, there will be an unveiling of new art, and the dinner will be prepared by culinary 

students at Thomas Haney.  Tickets are still available, so far there have been 140-150 tickets sold and we 

are always good for 20-30 showing up at the door.  Attendance this year will surpass last year's 

attendance.   

   

2. Joint Leisure Services   

  

3. Social Planning Advisory   

  

4. Municipal Advisory & Accessibility   

  

Trustee Huber advised that they are doing a lot of work with Disability games.  They want to extend 



Trustee Rempel wanted to remind everyone about the celebration of the arts taking place on March 26th


